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11/5/20 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
work it has carried to implement the recommendations of the Independent Care 
Review for children and young people in care. (S5W-28813) 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government remains fully committed to deliver on its 
pledge to care experienced people in Scotland by accepting and responding to the 
Care Review conclusions and to put into place the infrastructure to develop and 
deliver an Action Plan to implement the outcomes reached and ‘#KeepThePromise’. 
The COVID-19 emergency response has undoubtedly impacted upon the ability of 
the Scottish Government and key partners’ ability to progress what had been 
‘business as usual’. Indeed, the Independent Care Review itself has been impacted 
and we have granted additional time in order that it may conclude its work as a result 
of the impact of COVID-19 and that is being kept under review. 
The First Minister has committed the Scottish Government to work with all of our 
energy and focus, along with local authorities, care providers and all relevant 
stakeholders, to make the changes to the system that the Care Review considers 
necessary and to deliver that change as quickly and as safely as possible. Whilst we 
have not been able to move as quickly on implementation as we originally aimed to, 
it remains a key priority and the Scottish Government has been working hard to 
ensure that the principles of the Care Review’s “Promise” are reflected in our 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic, including in practice guidance and policies 
underpinning emergency legislation. 
Discussions are currently ongoing with relevant partners to agree the best approach 
to take to ensure implementation of the conclusions of the Care Review and Scottish 
Ministers will seek to update Parliament about future plans in due course. 
 
14/5/20 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
financial guarantees it will provide to colleges, in light of the sector expecting to lose 
approximately £40 million in the current academic year and between £70 and £80 
million in the next academic year as a result of COVID-19. (S5W-28781) 
Richard Lochhead: Work around the financial impact of Covid-19 on colleges 
continues to be progressed as a priority and at pace by the Scottish Government and 
the Scottish Funding Council. We are working closely with our colleges and other 
stakeholders through the Further and Higher Education Covid-19 Ministerial 
Leadership Group, as well as with the College Principals Group, College Chairs and 
Unions, to build an understanding of the immediate and longer-term impacts across 
teaching, staff, and student issues and how to support colleges now and when the 
current lockdown measures are lifted. 
SFC analysis has established colleges will face a loss of £25 million in the current 
academic year and a more severe loss in 2020-21. SFC have guaranteed to 
continue with scheduled payments to colleges and is engaging directly with each 
institution to understand challenges, support business continuity development and to 



signpost to guidance. We are also discussing additional financial support needs with 
the UK Government. 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether Barnett consequentials from the UK Department for Education’s investment 
in colleges will be passed onto colleges in Scotland. (S5W-28782) 
Richard Lochhead: No consequentials deriving from DfE investment in colleges in 
response to Covid-19 have yet been received. 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assurances it can provide that the Scottish Funding Council will take a flexible 
approach regarding financing for colleges in relation to the sector’s activity and its 
116,000 FTE target. (S5W-28784) 
Richard Lochhead: Work around the financial impact of Covid-19 on colleges 
continues to be progressed as a priority and at pace by the Scottish Government and 
the Scottish Funding Council. We are working closely with our colleges and other 
stakeholders through the Further and Higher Education Covid-19 Ministerial 
Leadership Group, as well as with the College Principals Group, College Chairs and 
Unions, to build an understanding of the immediate and longer term impacts across 
teaching, staff, and student issues and how to support colleges now and when the 
current lockdown measures are lifted. 
SFC are continuing with scheduled payments to colleges and is engaging directly 
with each institution to understand challenges, support business continuity 
development and to signpost to guidance. SFC have committed to colleges that they 
will not be recovering funding if targets are not met in the current academic year due 
to Covid-19 reasons. 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of the COVID-19 crisis, what discussions it has had since 23 March 2020 with 
(a) Who Cares? Scotland and (b) other care organisations that support young people 
living in care, and what additional support it is providing. (S5W-28812) 
Maree Todd: The Scottish Government are working collaboratively with key partners 
and stakeholders to consider how to meet the needs of all our including those living 
in different care settings. 
Since 23 March 2020 we have been having ongoing discussions with Who Cares? 
Scotland (WC?S) and other organisations that support children and young people 
living in care to discuss the response to COVID-19 and the lockdown. These 
discussions have focused on pressing issues arising for children, young people and 
their families, co-ordinating strategies and responses and considering funding 
support. 
The Scottish Government has granted over £850,000 to key stakeholder 
organisations to help provide direct support to looked after children and young 
people, and Scotland’s most vulnerable families, during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
These organisations are working collaboratively to maximise support across 
Scotland, and their work will include provision of food parcels, support to purchase 
essential goods, and increasing child protection capacity. In financial terms this 
includes: 



• Up to £100,000 match funding for Aberlour's Urgent Investment Fund to 
assist with a range of needs, such as food, prepaid power cards, clothing, 
bedding or other essentials; 

• Up to £375,00 to Who Cares? Scotland (£175k and £200k) for funding to 
support those in their reach – organising shopping (including delivery where 
necessary), and cash for electric, gas or mobile phone top ups. This includes 
additional mental health support in collaboration with BACP (counselling 
service); 

• Up to £178,000 to Barnardo’s – this has provided E vouchers, Food 
parcels, Assistance to use food banks, Direct payments to families/young 
people, Direct payments to staff/volunteers, Company credit cards; 

• Up to £202,000 to Action for Children – this provided finance, food and 
welfare support to help alleviate financial hardship as well as the 
continuation and enhancement of Wellbeing, Safety and Safeguarding. 

The Children and Families Directorate has also provided funding that will enable 
Children 1 st and Aberlour to be part of the Connecting Scotland pilot, which will 
commence shortly. The pilot will provide laptops suitable for education purposes 
and 6 months data via a sim to families highlighted by Children 1 st and Aberlour 
as being particularly in need. 
All of the above investment is part of the Scottish Government's wider £350 million 
Communities Funding to help those most affected by the pandemic. 
years population are vulnerable children, who can attend critical provision 
during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-28306 by John 
Swinney on 29 April 2020, what percentage of the relevant school and early years 
population are vulnerable children, who can attend critical provision during the 
COVID-19 outbreak. (S5W-28820) 
John Swinney: We do not hold this information centrally. However, we estimate that 
there are 97,000 children with multi-agency plans led by a professional in education, 
health or social work. 
 
Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-28306 by John Swinney on 29 
April 2020, what percentage of the relevant school and early years population are 
attending critical provision during the COVID-19 outbreak, broken down by reason. 
(S5W-28821) 
John Swinney: Last week (4 May – 7 May) on average 0.9% of the school and early 
years population attended local authority hubs. Of these, 79% were children of key 
workers and 21% were vulnerable children. 
A further 168,000 were given support to access a school meal (e.g. via vouchers, 
direct payments, home deliveries or attending a local authority setting). 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will issue guidance to local authorities and private providers 
in receipt of public funds to clarify what their approach should be to childcare 



facilities charging full or part fees to parents as a retainer fee for childcare places 
while these facilities are either closed or open only to key workers during the COVID-
19 outbreak. (S5W-28823) 
Maree Todd: While charging policies are a matter for individual businesses, the 
Scottish Government is encouraging all childcare providers to be reasonable and 
balanced in their dealings with parents, recognising the unprecedented situation in 
which we all find ourselves. It is of particular importance that providers are sensitive 
to families’ financial situations when considering their charging policies. 
 


